TRANSDUCER
DISINFECTION:
WHEN GOOD
IS ENOUGH,
BETTER IS
POSSIBLE

Under Australiaon and New Zealand
Standard AS/NZS 5369:2023,
ultrasound transducers that
contact intact skin are classed

as non-critical, regardless of
whether they contact blood.

These are required to undergo low-level or
intermediate-level disinfection at a minimum.
Tristel DUO NCU provides the highest level
possible without resorting to high-level
disinfection.

Intermediate-Level Disinfection

Uniform 30-second contact time

For ultrasound transducers used
in interventional procedures

SCAN HERE to learn more
about Tristel DUO NCU
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WHY CHOOSE TRISTEL DUO NCU?
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NON-CRITICAL DOES NOT MEAN LOW RISK

Non-critical ultrasounds can still be used in invasive procedures or high-risk environments and may contact
blood. An Australian study found skin surface ultrasounds to be positive for bacteria after use, with some
remaining contaminated even after low-level disinfection.! Another study across five emergency departments
and five ICUs found that 57% of transducers were contaminated with blood, and 46% with microbiological
contamination. Of the samples that were positive for blood, only 51% were visibly stained.?

Low-Level Disinfection

 Required to pass 4 tests with the TGA, making
a claim against bacteria, fungi and viruses.

Intermediate-Level Disinfection

 Required to pass 11 tests, including all bactericidal,
virucidal, fungicidal and mycobactericidal tests.

While low-level disinfectants are commonplace in hospitals and serve a useful purpose, they provide the
lowest level of protection, often with multiple contact times — sometimes well over a minute.

DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE AND
ACCESSIBLE PROTECTION WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

THEATRES AND ANAESTHETICS

Ultrasound probes used for line
insertion come in contact with multiple
patients in quick succession and may
contact blood.

BLADDER SCANNERS

The forgotten ultrasound: used

on multiple patients and rarely
disinfected or seen as a potentially
contaminated device.
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RENAL DIALYSIS

Ultrasound is often used to locate
vasculature on immunocompromised
patients who repeatedly undergo
cannulation.

ONCOLOGY

Patients undergoing chemotherapy
may need an ultrasound to assist with
line insertion; a high-risk patient
population needs a reliable solution.

EMERGENCY

In this fast-paced environment,
ultrasound probes are often

contaminated, overlooked and
moved from patient to patient.

ICU

Complex illnesses and issues require
constant monitoring, evaluation and
intervention, so ultrasound disinfection
is crucial to ensure patient safety.
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